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1. Name ( indicate preferred name) 

historic 400 N o r t h Howard S t r e e t 

and/or common C o u n t r y S t y l e F r i e d C h i c k e n 

2. Location 

street & number 400 N. Howard S t r e e t not for publication 

B a l t i m o r e SBHSni 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

M a r y l a n d B a l t i m o r e 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district . public occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

v being considered _ yes: unrestricted industrial Y transportation . 
_2_not app l i cab l e i^_ no military J l _ other: v a c a n r 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mai l ing addresses of a l l owners) 

S a r a B i l l i g 
name 

3737 C l a r k s L a n e 
street & number te lephone n o . : 

B a l t i m o r e 2121b 
city, town s t a t e and z ip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t h o u s e l i bxPr 5 6 1 9 4 9 

street & number 100 N. C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 610 f o l i o 4 6 4 

city, town B a l t i m o r e state M D 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state county local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7- D e s c r i p t i o n survey NO. B-4353 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 
good ruins -^ altered moved date o f move 

X fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
va r ious elements as i t e x i s t s today. 

Resource Count: 1 

T h i s painted b r i o , - r a c i a l bui lding s i £ o r j t t . ^no r thwes t 

corner of N. Howard and of lit 19tn century. I t 
roof bui lding dates to t h i r t e e n bays wide on 
i s th ree bays wide on^ Howard s t r e e t and & 

Mulberry S t r e e t . The f i r s t a ™ s
 t h e l a t e Victor ian ornamental 

S t ree t" f roo tage i s and the depth i . 

120''The glaZed entrance 
A metal tag na i led to The corners of 
Tax," ind ica t ing a i n mock wood pane l l ing . The 
the entrance are r ° u " f o

d
r v ^ a l t e r e d . I t i s 

8 ana s/cona s t o r i e s . 
awning hangs over the f J 1 ; * * * ? ^ been replaced with large plate 

The second story windows ̂ * b e ^ n
r e £ o n t remains. Narrow 

glass panes, but the ̂ ^ n a 1 °a8t iror^fro f o u r ^^^ 
iron pilasters with recessed panels**™*^ o n t h e dipped corner, 
The fenestration pattern isa -Large winoow a original 
a narrow window • £ £ ^ K S ^ ' t S f S ^ and third stories, 
projecting metal cornice r « " * ~ - r t h e second story. 
K second fabric awninjf is«32?2v«3Eng the entrance. Where the 

The third and fourth stories overnang s e c o n d Btory, the 
floor of the third story Projects o u t ^ " " ^ J a n d f o u r th stories 
facing is covered with Prf^edt^terna?ing rhythm of one 1/1 sash 
^ t h e firs? S ; f S S S'twoV/l^sh win^ow^ in the second, and 
one 1/1 sash in the third arched lintels. The window 

The third-story windows have t,rick ar b r i c k 

S e e n £ K T S i ofnamfntef by a vertical strip of recessed 
brick with corbelled tops. hT.-icv solaved jack arches with The fourth-story wxndcws ^ ^ b r ^ c ^ p l a y ^ 
a toothed brick pattern above. ine t i projecting brick 
first and third bay consists ̂ ^ ^ checkerboard pattern. The 
Naders set in a three-dimensional l a i d i n an 

second bay pattern c o n?"S_ attem These windows are also sunk angled projecting ^othed patter x ^ t h i r d 

into the wall, but they are n a r ^ 0 ^ t^n however, by infilling 
The width of the wall.recess is maintained, how 

fornamented by a vertical strip Q 

of recessed brick with corbelled tops. 



B-4353 
400 North Howard Street 
Baltimore, MD 
Section 7 Description 
7.1 

The cornice is ornately executed with three-dimensional, 
geometric brick work, with combinations of corbelled brick 
pendants, angled mouse-toothed brick bands and rectangular 
projecting blocks. 

The south wall faces Mulberry Street. The facade of the 13-
bay building is much simpler. The first three bays of the first 
and second stories are identical to the treatment of the Howard 
Street facade. The upper stories and the remaining ten bays are 
unornamented. 

The first story windows are bricked in. The windows in the 
second, third, and fourth stories (with the exception of the three-
bay, two story "facade") are 1/1 sash with a two-brick soldier 
course. The slope of the shed roof creates an attic space towards 
the Howard Street facade. Attic windows (now bricked in) are 
located in the first seven bays along the Mulberry Street wall. 
The spacing between the thirteen window bays is not always 
equidistant. The first six bays are evenly spaced, then there is 
a larger space between the seventh, and then a return to even 
spacing between bays eight through thirteen. 

The back (west) wall of the building runs back to the alley 
(State Street). The back is divided into two bays with 1/1 sash in 
each bay. Stories one through three have two-brick soldier 
courses. The fourth story has three-brick soldier courses. 

The east wall is mostly blocked by the partywall neighbor. A 
row of small windows, however, provide some ventilation and light. 



8. Significance survey NO. B-4353 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 

,1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 _2L architecture education military social/ 

1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
_X_ 1800-1899 _2L_ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 

X — 1 9 0 0 - communications industry politics/government transportation 
invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect u n k n o w n 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B X_C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: _A _B C D _E _ F _G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e X l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

This c i rca 1875 building i s a good example of the Victorian 
two-part commercial block. While the f i r s t s tory has been 
a l t e red the upper s t o r i e s reveal the popular high Victorian design 
aes the t i c of embellished facades. The brick work, evident in 
between the windows, in the toothed l i n t e l s and in the scalloped 
corbelled cornice, are much more ornate than the br ick work in 
ear ly Victorian facades. Similar ly , the va r i e ty of window 
treatments among s t o r i e s i s another indica t ion of the high 
Victorian t a s t e for va r i e ty . These t rends are recorded by 
a rch i t ec tu ra l h i s to r i an Richard Longstreth, who wr i tes t h a t the 
hiqh Victorian commercial blocks "are more orna te . The cornice i s 
accentuated, serving as an elaborate terminus to the whole 
bui ld ing. Windows are frequently embellished by decorat ive 
surrounds or caps. Ornamental framing may occur in the form of a 
s t r inqcourse or cornice between each f loor of the upper zone, with 
d i f fer ing v e r t i c a l treatments on the s ides . Underlying a l l such 
changes was a new t a s t e for decoration and the increasing des i re to 
have the buildings themselves perceived as ornaments to the 
community."1 , , „. _ , ,, 

In cont ras t to the embellished Howard S t ree t facade, the 
Mulberry S t r ee t facade i s p la in and u t i l i t a r i a n in design. This 
indica tes the primacy of Howard S t ree t in the hierarchy of cross 
s t r e e t s . Nonetheless, the corner locat ion i s taken advantage of by 
usinq the clipped corner entrance which draws in from both s t r e e t s . 

The c i rca 1950 a l t e r a t i o n s to the f i r s t s tory created a 
"modern" commercial design a e s t h e t i c . The use of p l a t e g lass 
windows modernized the appearance of the s t r e e t - l e v e l facade in to 
a f l o o r - t o - c e i l i n g display window. This remodelling represents one 
of the l a s t periods of commercial v i t a l i t y on the s t r e e t . Very 
l i t t l e facade remodelling occurred a f te r t h i s decade. 

1 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main S t r ee t , p . 31. 



9 . M a j o r B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s survey NO. B-4353 

Richard Longstreth, The Buildings of Main street (Washington: 
Preservation Press, 1987). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Q u a d Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM r e f e r e n c e s 

A i i i I I i I i i M i I i I • i l B l • I I I . I i i I I . I . I . . I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C l • I I I . I . • I I . I I I . , I P | • I I I • I I | I I 

E | _ L J I I I I I I I I i I i | i i I F | _ L J I I I I • I I I • I i I • i 
G|__LJ I I I I I I I I i I i I I I I H |_J I I • I i i I I | I i I • i I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 

name/title DjTine S h a w , A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

organization CHAP, Room 103 7 date D e c e m b e r 1 7 , 1 9 9 1 

street & number 4 1 7 E . F a y e t t e S t r e e t telephone 3 0 1 - 3 9 6 - 4 8 6 6 

city or town B a l t i m o r e state MP 

The Maryland H i s t o r i c S i t e s Inventory was o f f i c i a l l y c rea ted by 
an Act of the Maryland L e g i s l a t u r e to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, A r t i c l e 4 1 , Sect ion 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory a re being prepared for informat ion and 
record purposes only and do not c o n s t i t u t e any infr ingement of 
i n d i v i d u a l p rope r ty r i g h t s . 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

DHCP/DHCD 

r e t u r n t o : M a r y l a n d H i s t o r i c a l T r u s t 100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
Shaw House CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 
21 S t a t e C i r c l e 301-514-7600 
Annapol is , Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



B-4353 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 

Industrial/Urban Dominance, 1870-1930 
Modern Period, 1930-present, alterations 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Commercial 

Known Design Source: 
None 





B-4353 
Country Style Fried Chicken 
400 N. Howard Street 
Block 0562, Lot 020 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 










